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UFW LAUNCHES COACHELLA VAllEY GRAPE STRIKE: 
TEAMSTER ThUGS ATTACK PiCKETS 


liBERATjON News Service 

NEW YORK UNS)--Ac 5 a.m, on April l6 members 
of the United Farm Workers ^UFW) began cheir strike 
against more chan to-'ty grape growers in Californ- 
ia's Coachella Vaiiey Since chat time over 300 
pickets have been arrested in the union's heated 
struggle against the powertui growers and their e- 
qually powerful collaborators, the International 
Brotherhood of Teamsters , 

At issue IS the growers' refusal to renegoti- 
ate their recently expired contracts with the UFW. 
Instead they signed "sweatheart" contracts with 
the Teamste’s, a tar more amenable union than the 
UFW which has st-'uggied long and ha*d for farmwork- 
ers' rights The grower -Teamster contracts were 
signed without tne consent of the farmworkers in- 
volved 

"it's a question of racism, not economics," 
explained Richard Chavez, the brother of UFW pres- 
ident Cesar Chavez, in a New York press conference 
on April 20 "The growers have made more profits 
In the last three years than ever before They just 
don't want to deal with minority workers. When they 
signed the contracts th'ee years ago, I heard them 
say, 'This time you win But never again.'" 

Immediately after Cesar Chavez announced the 
strike, Coacheila growers obtained a court 'njunc- 
tion making it liiegal for the farmworkers to picket 
their fields The pickets disregarded the injunc- 
tion and in less than a week over 300 were arrest- 
ed. Soon the jails were filled to overflowing. 

UFW atto-^ney jerry Cohen challenged the injunc- 
tion and to the farmworkers* surprise. Judge Fred 
Metheny swept aside the ruling and dismissed all 
charges against those in jail. Metheny's new court 
order allows p cket-ng as long as the lines are at 
least 60 feet f^om the growers' property, 

"!t was the uonduct of the Teamsters, probably 
more than anything else, that convinced the court 
to ease up on the p-cket^ng," said Rev- Leo Nelto, 
chairman of the Nationai Farmworkers Ministry. With 
about 50 other members of the UFW support group, 
Neito, a Chicano, traveled to the Coachella Valley 
April 23“25 and jomed in the picketing 

"The Teamsters are really something," contin- 
ued Neito "One day that we were there, we had been 
picketing ail day Then several farmworkers went 
to one of the labor camips at night to try to con- 
vince the people not to work. The police challenged 
their entry, but when people from inside the camp 
invited the union people to come :n, the police 
went away- 

"They talked together for awhile and then 
suddenly, out of nowhere, come some Teamsters in 
cars and tr ucks--about 20 of them. They attacked — 
kicking and snov»ng people around, throwing rocks. 
They were really tough. And when the police came 
back the Teamsters attacked them too Some of them 
were ar rested , " 

According to an interview in the Los Angeles 
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Times with Ena: Mohn, head of the Western 
Conference of Teamsters, the Teamsters have 
hired about 50"60 organizers and plan to vig- 
orously press its campaign to "organize" the 
farmworkers. Mohm decl ned to estimate the 
cost, but sa ' d the Teamsters "are not worried 
about money." Other Tunes sources said the 
union is spending at least $20,000 a week in 
the* r campaign , 

Chavez has conc-nuany accused the Cal- 
ifornia grape g-'owe's of bribing the Team- 
sters to take members away from the UFW, The 
UFW president said that for some time the 
government has had evidence of growers pay- 
ing Teamster ort-c'als to organize but had 
failed to take act -on. 

E) Macr ado , the off'clai UFW newspaper, 
has charged that the Teamsters have hired 
thugs and bike's armed with baseball bats 
and chains to stand guard at the vineyards. 

They are paid at least $67-50 a day. Leo Neito 
concurred- "They are big, tough, pot-bellied 
guys who look like they could really hurt you. 

One of them i saw was wearing a Hell's Angel jacket 
and they were always showing us all the money they 
were making^" 

There have been many instances of Teamsters 
attacking the non-violent farmworker picket lines. 
Sheriff's Captain Cois Byrd said on April 21 that 
his office was in possession of a "small pile of 
rubber hoses, clubs, grape stakes, hatchets and 
small roofer's hammers" that had been taken away 
from Teamsters. 

There have also been reports however, of 
Teamsters who have crossed the road to engage in 
earnest conversation with the pickets and who have 
later quit And there has been some rank and file 
protest against the leadership's attempts to smash 
the UFW, particularly from Chicano cannery workers 
in Los Angeies^ 

But Teamster officials continue to maintain 
an aggressive stance towards the UFW, the strike, 
and their "sweetheart" contracts. Frank E. Fitz- 
simmons, president of the Teamsters, has called 
the UFW "a .'evo'ur lonary movement which is per- 
petrating a fraud on the American public." 

Chavez has continually charged that part of 
the reason for the alliance of the Teamsters and 
the growers is thel^ racism. And Einar Mohn's 
remarks to Jane Yeit Kiely, a student at the Grad- 
uate Theologcai Unton »n Berkeley, bear out that 
charge 5n Kiety's doctoral dissertation, Mohn is 
quoted as say.ng that the rarmworkers would not be 
able to take part in Teamster Union meetings "for 
about two years" when he expects more "whites" and 
fewer Mexicans in California fields. 

"I'm not sure how effective a Union can be 
when it Is composed of Mexi can-Amer i cans and Mex- 
ican nationals with temporary visas," Mohn told 
Kiely "Maybe as agriculture becomes more soph- 
isticated, more mechanized, with fewer transients 
and fewer green carders (aliens) and as jobs become 
more attractive to whites, then we can build a 
union lhat_ wi 1 I hcrtge. structure. and 
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A BRIEF History of the UFW-TEAMSTER conflict 

'n ihe Idle s'xcies a great many people 
stopped eac.ng grapes in response to a massive 
United F a I' rnwo r ke r s plea, and the outcome was a 
majo< UFW vicio. y Over grape growers in Caii- 
forn-a in .970 

Once the grape struggle was over, the UFW 
set about organizing farmworkers in the lettuce 
fieldo Bet the lettuce growers, leather than 
deal with tne uFw, strong in its demands for 
decent wages and working conditions, set out 
to find a un;on 'ess likely to fight so hard 
for far oTwo f ke .* s ' r i 9 t s . 

They seccied on the Teamsters and the two 
promptly rnaoe a series of "sweetheart" con= 
tracts These contracts were agreeable to both 
the growe-'s vwho wanted protection from the 
UFWJ and the union leadership (who, with little 
cost Or effort, cou I d pick up the treasury- 
fattening dues of thousands of farmworkers 
in Cal 'forma df.d A'*'ZonaJ But the farmwork- 
ers themselves had no part in the agreement. 

Today about 85^ of the lettuce oroduced 
in this country comes from California and 
Arizona and most of it is harvested under Team- 
ster contract 

fn March of 197l> however, the Teamsters, 
amid growing support fo'* the UFW from organ- 
ized !abO'‘, made a pact with the Farmworkers. 
They agreed to represent only the lettuce 
packers and shippers and to allow the UFW to 
represent those actually working in the fields. 
They also agreed not to renegotiate their 
contract with the growers when contract time 
came around again. 

But on December I 7 , 1972, less than a year 
later (and a year m which the Teamsters moved 
closer and closer to the Nixon administration, 
known for its anti-UFW position) the giant 
union reneged on thel*' agreement- 

in April the Teamsters continued the'-' 
un i on-smash I ng tactics by signing sweetheart 
contracts with over 40 grape growers in the 
Coachella Va'Iey^ previously contracted w*th 
the UFW And the union has indicated that it 
wi 1 I do the same wi th rriany other more-than- 
willing gr ape grower s 


negotiate (with management) from strength and have 
membership par 1 1 c ; pat 1 on " 

Mohn was then asked if union contracts will 
afford protection to workers displaced by mech- 
anization^ and according to Kiely, he replied: 

"No, that isn'c a p.'Oblem to solve this way. 
If there werer. 't such a shortage of jobs, Mexican- 
Amer leans couid qei jobs. I don't know what will 
happen to tne Mex 1 can-Amier 1 cans . After all, you 
can't expect whites, who often operate machines 
now to step as-de and let Mex : can-Amer 1 cans and 
Negroes ha^e the (machine) jobs they have had for 
years . " 
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Clearly the Teamsters do riot have the farm- 
workers best interest:: ;n mind As 2 result of the 
bitter fight with the grape growers in the late 
sixties, the UFW won many demands which greatly 
improved working conditions for migrant laborers: 

The labor cont’^accor -- a m.ddieman who could 
hire and fire at his own whim -- was e'iminated and 
hi.'ing halls were created to replace h*m; wages were, 
vastly increased; women were gtven equal right" ^ ri 
hiding and wages; a medical program v^as sec up; and 
growers were prohibited from using rho^e pesticides 
most dangerous to the health of the farmworkers and 
consumers . 

UFW members have much more say :n their union 
than the Teamsters would ever think of giving the 
farmworkers. Most UFW meetings 3 '"e conducted in 
Spanish and are held each month on ranches under 
contract to the UFW. Members on each ranch elect 
five officers who call the regul ar meet < ngs and in 
addition the union brings iarge groups of workers 
from various ranees to ua Paz, the UFW headqjariers 
in Central California for regular confe''ence 5 

So its not hard to understand why the -ast ma- 
jority of farmworkers want to be represented by 
the UFW, not the Teamsters, A team of civic, 
labor and religious leaders conducted a pol' of 1000 
farmworkers in the Coachella VaMey on April 10 
85 ^ of the workers polled wanted to belong to the 
UFW, 8^ preferred the Teamsters and the other's didn't 
want any union, 

"We are 1000^ stronger than we were three 
years ago in Coachella," says Chavez- "We have 
more leadership and there is more awareness cf the 
union by the membership " Chavez has demanded a 
union representat ion election in the CoacheMa 
Valley to determine who the farmworkers wan: to rep- 
resent them, but the growers and the Teamsters have 
refused, knowing that they would lose hands down. 

As of the fi'fst of May, 1200 workers are on 
strike in the Valley and the strike is expected to 
spread throughout much of California and Arizona 
soon. Many of those who coni-nue to work in the 
vinyai'ds are Mex'cans who have come to th 5 country 
in search of work 

Chavez noted the difficulty of preventing the 
recruitment of :abor "juSt 100 miies frem the Mexican 
bo'der." The Mex. cans, who he refers t 2 as "our 
brothers and sisters," find themse‘ves in a di^^fi- 
cult, poverty-ridden position, he said 

"The border patrol < sn ' t patrolling now ror 
some strange reason so there is a steady source of 
scab labor for the growers," said Leo Neito But 
down at the picket line we have a loudspeaker mounted 
on a truck and we talk to the workers in tne field. 

"We tel! them that they should just stand 
there, that they'ii get paid anyway so they shouldn't 
do any work, An we've noticed that a let them 
have listened and are not wo*'kir.g much. 

"Besides, grape wo^ k is very specialized^ and 
scab labor is just not as good. fhe> (the g*'ovve''s) 
are bound to be hu ' 1 1 ng . T hey drive up in their 
big luxurious cars They pace up and down and they 
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look so worried." 




WHAT YOU CAN DO TO HELP THE UNITED FARMWORKERS 

There'S no doubt about it, the United Farm- 
workers are In a very difficult position and 
need all the help they can get. 

Remtember the lettuce boycott Is still on^ 
Don't buy iceberg lettuce and if your local 
supermarket Is selling it, complain to the 
manager and try to get the store to stop car- 
rying it. 

Also, boycott all table grapes in support 
of the Coachella strikers. 

Right now the union needs help picketing 
the large chain supermarkets that are still 
carrying iceberg lettuce. Go to the UFW office 
nearest you and offer your help, even if itts 
just for a few hours each week. 

The Farmworkers are severely short on 
money. If you can contribute personally or 
think of ways to raise money, do it. Now the 
union does not even have enough money to provide 
the Coachella strikers with small strike bene- 
fits. 

Send contributions to United Farmworkers, 
331 West 84the Street, New York, N.Y. 10024. 


-30- 

[jhanks to the UFW office In NYC, Leo Neito and 
People's World for much of the information in this 
story. ) 

[SEE COVER AND GRAPHICS SECTION FOR GRAPHICS TO 
ACCOMPANY THIS STORY.] 

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo 

[Note to editors: See graphics section for photos 
to go with this story.] 

"KOROMEX" SPERMICIDE FOUND TO CONTAIN MERCURY; 

HAS 400 TIMES FDA'S MERCURY LIMIT IN FISH 

NEW YORK (LNS)--In the past couple of years in- 
formation has surfaced about the dangers of mercury 
in our environment and the poisoning that can re- 
sult from it. Mercury is everywhere--in many indus- 
trial processes, athelete's foot medication, cosme- 
tics, suntan lotion, diaper rinses, interior paints, 
fungacides (applied to a majority of crop seeds), 
fish, car batteries, and cavity fillings to name 
just a few uses. 

The most well-known effect- of mercury poison- 
ing is damage to the nervous system. An Environmental 
Protection Agency report entitled "Position Docu- 
ment Mercury" was withheld from the public for 3 
months in 1971, columnist Jack Anderson charged, 
because it was so alarming. 

The report cited a "16-year old boy exposed 
for only a few months... was unable to work for years 
becasue of persistent ataxia tremors and inablity 
to recognize objects by touch." 

In Alamogordo, New Mexico, a farmer fed his 
hogs grain treated with a mercury fungicide. His 
family ate meat from the hogs and one by one his 
five children were striken. And once mercury finds 
i ts way into the air and water, the report said> it 
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remains there for a long peiiod of time. 

Mercury is of particular concer-n to women for 
two reasons. First, methyl mercury, the most ubiqui- 
tous and dangerous form of mercury, is known to cross 
the placenta from the mother to the foetus and to pre- 
ferentially concentrate in the foetus. It is the 
most potent agent known for inducing damage to chro- 
mosomes and hence cause certain birth defects. 

Secondly, a well-known brand of spermicide . (for 
use with the diaphram) , "Koromex," contains mercury 
in the form of phenyl mercuric acetate C^MA) . All 
3 Koromex products, produced by Hoi land -Rant os Co., 
contain 200 parts per million of PMA. 

A Japanese researcher, M. Shimizu, stiidied the 
effects of Koromex in rats. His results, published 
in July of 1971 by the Japanese Obstetrical and Gyne- 
cological Society, proved that mercury can be absorb- 
ed through the vagina wall and that some injury to 
the kidneys may occur by the repeated use of PMA as 
a contraceptive. 

Koromex contains 400 times the Food and Drug 
Administration's limit on mercury in fish (half a 
teaspoon of pure PMA taken orally would be lethal 
to the average person) so the spermicide is of par- 
ticular danger to those who do oral sex. 

Other brands of spermicijles do not use mercury 
and are definitely preferable to Koromex. 

The manufacturer of Koromex, which has been on 
the market for 50 years, insists that it is not dan- 
gerous although no research has been done on the 
spermicide in this country. 

The Japanese, however, have a particular inter- 
est in mercury for Japan has been the scene of a 
major mercury disaster--"Minamata disease." 

Minamate is a small city on the island of Kyushu 
in Japan, The^ people there made 'their'* living by 
fishing- -‘that is until the Shin-Nihon Chisso Ferti- 
lizer Co. built a plant on the island in the early 
fifties , 

Mercury wastes from the plant were dumped into 
the waters contaminating the fish and shellfish 
which the people ate. Soon hundreds of the town's 
residents were stricken with a strange illness whose 
symptoms were tremors, tunnel vision, imbecility, 
paralysis, blindness, birth defects, and death. 

At first no one knew what caused the disease 
but eventually mercury was found to be the culprit. 

For years, the Chisso Corp. refused to take 
responsibility for che mercury poisoning. Finally, 
at the end of March, after much public pressure and 
a court battle which lasted almost four years, a 
Japanese judge found the company guilty. 

The judge awarded the 112 victims and their 
families over $3 million (the company had already 
been forced to stop dumping the mercury into the 
ocean) angrily declaring that a factory that cannot 
protect the environment "should promptly cease 
operations." 

But as Shinobu Sakamoto, a 16 year old girl 
who lacks muscular control and walks with great 
difficulty because of the mercury poisoning, said on 
the day of the court's decision, "1 hate Chisso. Money 
will not cure the disease, T want them to restore 

my ^odj^ " - 
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INTERVIEW WITH SEVERT YOUNG BEAR OF PINE RIDGE 

RESERVATION--*'THE LIGHT IS GETTING BIGGER" 

LIBERATION News Service 

(Editor ^8 note: Since February 27^ several 

hundred Indians have been holding Wounded Knee^ 

South Dakota against a force of FBI agents^ Bureau 
of Indian Affairs police^ Federal Marshalls armed 
with tear gasj M~l6s and armored personnel carriers. 
So far, two Indians have been killed and several 
wounded. 

The government policy ^ backed up with heavy fire 
power, has been to starve them out. And the govern- 
ment knows that the battle is being fought on other 
fronts too. "J believe the policy of quasi-isolation 
is very useful for us,'' Deputy Assistant Attorney 
General Richard Hellstem — one of the chief negotia- 
tors — responded to a question about why they are 
keeping the press away. "The Indians miss the press 
more than food. And I want to keep them in a state 
of missing something . " 

The whole history of the treatment of Indians 
has only recently begun to come out after centuries 
of lies and distortions in the press and history 
hooks. Dow at the second corifrontation at Wounded 
Knee, getting out the real, story — not what the gov- 
ernment is feeding willing reporters — is an essen- 
tial part of the Indians' struggle. 

The following is an interview with Severt Young 
Bear, a Z8-^year old Oglala Sioux who is a tribal 
district chairman from the Porcupine district of the 
Pine Ridge Reservation, In the interview Young Bear 
discusses some of the incidents and conditions on 
the reservations which led to the takeover. 

Young Bear turned himself in to authorities 
when he heard there was a warrant out for him. The 
eight charges against him range from obstructing 
and interfering with law enforcement officers in the 
performance of their duty, destroying the Wounded 
Knee Post Office during the seizure of the village 
and helping load ammunition, weapons and food to be 
sent to the people at Wounded Knee. Yet the day he 
was supposed to have been loading the supplies at 
his house (March 7) he wasn't even there. "I knew 
right from the first day, the FBI were watching me. 

I had binoculars and saw them laying on top of the 
hill, watching my place. So right from that day, 

I stayed away from my house." 

His bond was set at $30,000. Finally they grad- 
ually reduced it to $2^000 a week later and he got 
out. 

He is interviewed by Sand Brim of the Great 
Speckled Bird and Joanna Brown of the Rest of the 
News . ) 

SOME PEOPLE SAY THAT REAL ACTIVITY STARTED ON 
THE PINE RIDGE RESERVATION ABOUT A YEAR AGO WHEN 
RAYMOND YELLOW THUNDER WAS FOUND DEAD IN GORDON, NEB- 
RASKA AFTER HAVING BEEN BEATEN AND HARASSED BY A 
GROUP OF WHITE PEOPLE AT A DANCE. 

Raymond Yellow Thunder was an uncle of mine. 

His relatives all live in the Porcupine district. 

The GordonjNebraska authorities wouldn’t let his 
sisters (my aunts) see the body or the autopsy re- 
port and they sealed the coffin. My aunts went to 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) for help, they 
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went to the tribe for help, they went to some pri- 
vate attornies for help. 

So after they ran into all these brick walls, 
they had no place else to go except to me since I*m 
the district chairman. So I came back from work 
one Friday evening and I was watching TV and a car 
pulled up and there were my aunts — all three of them. 
They came in crying and they said, "Sonny, we don’t 
have any place to turn. We came over, maybe you 
can help us." 

They said, "You have some friends who are in 
AIM. We wonder if we can go to them and ask them if 

they can do something. We want something to be done 

to the people that killed our brother — we want a f 
full investigation." 

DID THEY ASK THE TRIBAL COUNCIL TO^HELP THEM? 

Yes. Both the tribal coUncil and the BIA said 
they have no jurisdiction over anyone who leaves 
the reservation on theirs ^ own, goes into. Nebraska: to 
work, for example. So the same night I left and I 

drove all night to talk to some AIM people. The 

next day they passed a resolution that everybody 
should go to Gordon. Monday, AIM people came to the 
reservation and Tuesday night we all went into Gor- 
don. We forced an investigation. 

AIM coming in, helping Raymond Yellow Thunder’s 
family made the older people, living out in the 
country on the reservation, kind of lift up their 
heads. They started speaking out, talking out 
against the BIA, tribal government, our law and or- 
der system on the reservation, and some of thei.non- 
Indian ranchers who are living out on the reserva- 
tion, taking advantage of Indians, 

WHEN DID THE RESENTMENT TOWARDS THE TRIBAL 
CHAIRMAN, RICHARD WILSON, FIRST BEGIN? 

Right from the day he took office, April 10, 

1972, people have constantly been fighting him. 

WHY WERE THEY FIGHTING HIM? 

Because of his under-the-table dealings that 
he did when he was a tribal council member before 
and when he was with the housing authority. He pro- 
moted liquOjT' on the reservation without tribal 
authoritization a couple of years ago. 

And everybody knows that there are two white 
rich guys behind him. 

did THEY PUT MONEY INTO HIS CAMPAIGN? 

They blew over $10,000--he was throwing money 
around. He used it to buy votes. 

And when he got elected he fired all the people 
who were working on housing under the Oglala Sioux 
Construction Company and awarded the contract to 
outsiders. Under the previous tribal chairman- -Jer- 
ry One Feather--we had established our own construc- 
tion company and one of our own members had been 
the manager of it. It proved for the first time that 
we could build our own houses. 

That’s the kind of dealing he*s done. Now with 
the occupation of Wounded Knee, he says he’s pro- 
tecting the safety of the Oglala Sioux people against 
the band of outside agitators. 

[CONTINUED ON PAGE 7 
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from: United States Servicemen's Fund, 44 Greenwich 

Ave., New York, N.Y. 10011 (212)924-8032, 33. 

The 1973 GI MOVEMENT CALENDAR has been out for 
a while. It is crammed with graphics, photos, and 
dates recording the history of GI resistance through- 
out American history, but especially the GI Move- 
ment of 1966-72. 

The calendar is available for $2 from USSF 
by writing to the above address. It's free to all 
active-duty GIs. 

* * * 

from: MPLA PRINTSHOP PROJECT, P.O. Box 94338, 

Richmond, B.C., Canada. 

In August 1972 the Liberation Support Movement 
Information Center sent the Popular Movement for 
the Liberation of Angola (MPLA) an AM/1250 offset 
press, MPLA's need for a self-sufficient printshop 
to produce their bulletin, ANGOLA IN ARMS, communi- 
ques, educational and medical texts, informational 
leaflets, posters, etc., was thrown into very sharp 
relief and it was agreed that the LSM Information 
Center would launch a campaign in 1973 to supply 
the MPLA's Department of Information and Propaganda 
with a complete printshop as well as technical 
people to train MPLA cadres in printing and dark- 
room procedures. 

Facilities are now being prepared by MPLA for 
the printshop in Lusaka and we are hoping to 
coordinate the arrival there of necessary equip- 
ment, supplies and training cadres for mid-Septem- 
ber 1973. 

To meet this target, however, we will need the 
support of many people and organizations in North 
America. Please send all contributions to the above 
address. Also, if you have specific equipment to 
donate get in touch with the PROJECT. 

★ ★ * 

from: Gary L. Beeman #83305, Ohio State Reformatory, 

P.O. Box 788, Mansfield, Ohio. 44901. 

Recently we have formed a Legal Services Dept, 
for prisoners at the Ohio State Reformatory. We 
have four inmates and one attorney working in the 
department to handle the legal grievances for some 
2000 prisoners. We also have at our disposal four 
attorneys who will represent special cases for 
shock probation and take those appeals which show 
extremely obvious prejudicial error, but they work 
on a state-wide basis. 

What we need is outside support--money is need- 
ed to continue mail going out; to pay attorneys 
some kind of fee--if for nothing else, the court 
costs and payment for purchasing briefs and docu- 
ments. And we need people to contribute their time 
to help staff our office so that we can do more 
work. Anyone in the Mansfield, Ohio area, please 
take notice! 

Because I may run into difficulties having money 
sent directly to me from various sources, please 
send all financial contributions to : Judi Levin, 
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426 S. Summit, Bowling Green, Ohio 43402. 

★ ★ ★ 

from: The Young People's News Service, Box 722, 

Boca Raton, Florida 33432 

The Young People's News Service is a bi-^ 
weekly news service for radical youth. Subscrip- 
tions are $3 a year (for 26 issues). Please get 
in touch. 

* ★ * 

from: LNS 

We are still looking (desperately) for women 
who would like to work with us here at LNS' in 
New York, We need women, in the editorial dept, 
and the graphics dept, (right now there are 10 
of us here, 7 women and 3 men). 

In the editorial department you write articles 
from scratch, edit material that comes into the 
office, call people to get them to write stories, 
and select articles from the underground press 
for reprinting. 

People in the graphics department take pictures, 
do sketches and collages, select graphics and pre- 
pare them for printing. 

And, depending on money, we all get a chance 
to get out and cover different news events, like 
the conventions last summer. Wounded Knee, and 
the recent "energy crisis" conference in Atlanta, 

There's shitwork too, plus low pay and long 
hours. But if you want to get involved in full- 
time movement work, it's worth it. 

Write or call if you want more information. . 

* * * 

from: The Rest of. the News.» 3Q6-E. State St., 

Ithaca, N.Y. 14850. Phone: (607) 273-4139 

We are an alternate radio news organization 
that produces and distributes ten minute programs 
to radio stations, and in special cases phone 
feeds news reports to radio stations. Projects 
that we are involved in include: Wounded Knee 
news coverage for several dozen radio stations, 
coverage of the upcoming Attica trials, and other 
topics important to the development of the strug- 
gle. 

We are interested in, finding an additional 
full-time staff person. We are especially inter- 
ested in people with experience in other movement 
projects and an interest in the news media. The 
type of work is general organizational work such 
as contacting radio stations, selling programs, 
and fund raising; as well as writing news stor- 
ies and radio tape production. 

If you are interested, please contact us 
immediately at the above telephone or address. 

MAY BILLS ARE ON THE WAY (ACTUALLY YOU MIGHT 
HAVE GOTTEN IT ALREADY). PLEASE TRY TO PAY AS 
MUCH AS YOU CAN— THERE'S A LONG SUMMER AHEAD. 
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(Editor's note: Roque Dalton is a poet from El 

Salvador who has been active in his country's 
revolutionary movement for many years. Among other 
Incidents, his history includes having escaped 
from the CIA when an earthquake crumbled the walls 
of the jail they were holding him in. He currently 
lives in Cuba, and these two poems are from his 
Tavern and Other Poems, which won the Casa de las 
Americas poetry prize” in 1969^.) 
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[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4 ] 

The people in my district don't want him as tribal 
chairman. We voted unanimously to have him impeached 
but our tribal council didn't support our resolution 
at the tribal council meeting. 

WHY WAS THAT? 

Because Wilson bought both of them off. He's 
been giving one guy money and he promised a high 
salaried job to the other one. 

HAS WILSON EVER DONE ANYTHING FOR THE PEOPLE ON THE 
RESERVATION? 

There's nothing that we as a people can see. 

We've had OEO money that was supposedly sent to go 
out into the district to promote jobs or help people 
all eaten up in Pine Ridge before it gets out to our 
district . 

HOW DOES IT GET USED UP? 

They create some new positions with one guy 
drawing $18,000 and another getting $14,000 — 

$5,000 expenses and those kind of deals. There are 
a lot more high paid salaries in Pine Ridge village 
but very little of that money has gone into the 
districts where the people really need it. 

WHEN DID THE PEOPLE FIRST START TALKING ABOUT 
IMPEACFMENT? 

Back in October--that *s when I first got wind 
of it. People started distributing petitions. 

Then things got worse on the reservation after 
the Indians took over the BIA building in Washington 
during the Trail of Broken Treaties, Wilson spread 
rumors saying that when AIM people came through 
Pine Ridge they were going to take over our BIA 
building and destroy it. Because of that rumor, the 
superintendent of the reservation and the BIA area 
director got $62,000 and that's when Wilson's goon 
squad started- -November 15. 

WHEN DID HE GET THESE MEN? 

They were all local drunks, guys that didn't . 
have jobs. 

HAVE YOU EVER BEEN THREATENED BY THE GOON SQUAD? 

No, not yet, but I've been watched, A buddy 
of mine was on the goon squad but he got beat up 
by them so he turned against them. He told me that 
my name was on a list of 22 names. 

So things have been building up since last 
November 15, We've been under the point of a gun 
barrel--at the BIA building--since then, 

THEY BROUGHT IN THE US MARSHALLS BEFORE THE TAKE- 
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OVER OF WOUNDED KNEE? 

Yes, they've been there since before Christ- 
mas. They've been barricading doors and putting 
sandbags on the roof of the BIA building. They've 
been standing around with their M-16 rifles. People 
have just stayed away from the BIA building- They've 
just let their business go that they've had to do 
at the agency, 

WHAT HAPPENED AT THE IMPEACHMENT HEARING? 

For an Impeachment you have to present a 
petition to the council. The council accepts it 
and automatically the chairman is suspended so 
they have to bring in an outside referee. He has 
to sit in that chair, conduct the meeting, read 
the complaints once at a time. If the complaints 
are true, they put it to a vote, and if two thirds 
are in favor of the impeachment, then he^s out. 

But Wilson chaired the meeting even after 
the petition was submitted. Then the council 
appointed a referee but Wilson sat right beside 
him and he was dellangi him how to conduct the 
meeting, Wilson even called people out of order. 

DID HE ALLOW THE IMPEACHMENT PROCEEDINGS TO BE PUB- 
LIC? 

Yes, after a big hassle, then he opened it . 
up to the public. But before the meeting he had 
a closed door meeting with the tribal council and 
he showed them a movie about communism. 

Supposedly once the tribal council accepts j 
the petition, they're supposed to go complaint by 
complaint. Then Wilson is supposed to take 20 
days to answer each one. But he waived that. It 
was just a kangaroo court, some kind of comic 
show and our people were sitting and watching. 

WHAT DID PEOPLE FEEL AND WHAT DID THEY DO WHEN 
THEY LEFT THE IMPEACHMENT? 

When the people (I call them the grass roots 
people) left the hearing, we headed directly to 
Calico (that's north of Pine Ridge village) where 
we had a meeting three days in a row. We asked 
AIM to come in. We wanted their leadership to 
direct us and try to expose BIA, tribal ^government . . 
We wanted to do away with the tribal government and 
start a different government. 

DO THE PEOPLE IN YOUR DISTRICT SUPPORT THE TAKE- 
OVER OF WOUNDED KNEE? 

About a month ago, the district passed a 
resolution in full support of all the action 
taken at Wounded Knee, Then, a couple of weeks 
later, our district received a court order supposedly 
from the tribal court. The order asked that the 
Porcupine people set up a road block between 
Wounded Knee and Porcupine (which is 9 miles away). 
They've asked for "volunteers" to "man this road- 
block with no pay or modest premium.'' Later on 
towards the bottom, it said that anybody that 
refuses this court order will be thrown in jail. 

So the Porcupine district had a meeting 
though I wasn't there. Over 100 people were 
there and they refused the court order. They told 
the tribal court that they had no business doing : 
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whe'be: they like it or 
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", 
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r> • ■ ► • 
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he . 3 8 hcjses. So since 
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.-p.= 
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-V -T 

ek.3 3.g 
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8 

y‘.5 started constioicting 

hi*-. 

3 7 
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.pens 

we 

r 

ert a delegation in and 
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t .p ih 

8 -sn 
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txutticn Zi they're 
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X r, 
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t:.rx^ t 

5 ,hr..t 

9 

.es,; 


Mad. ^ON avenue and the MILITARY 

Wd.-H.NGTON .iNo, -A: pan of their move to the 
"New v:,..n’:8S' a.'T> f the r.I.taoy is planning to 
^pend n.-.:8 th^.o $:<o in ad.ertising in the 

' ceg..n,.r*g Aiocoding to Adverti- 

iing Age the t. =.je rfagao.ne izz Public Relations: 

”Inb Hz 1:8 A^propt stione CtMiittee has before 
pr.p.n--: $3^ 'i:. — .r* iz: the Army* 

$^4,900,000 X..: the .Nay.y. $;/'V00,t00 for the Air 
E . ■ -8 and J 4oU,0u0 ic: the Ma: ines . . .none of 
Ah:. ,h h^..e beer, q^.est^oied oy H:^.S£ Armed Services 
^ ' '^Ff ■■ 'F ■■ •' ^ z,'fi.zL..z tsc mexf/bsrs . ’* 

w.th ’he. 'n: 'Sr.se :.r- the xi;, it ary vs advert i- 

O'^d^et, :d .:.c8 a -8 o-tembling for the 
' "Th-: ,.s c p.:8tt^. :.;tporiant mission for 

’he United :t.. :=.= /' -f...d -re ed-mar. 

N. w rh^t tn-^. ^.n :v tt-gex depend on a 

d . 3 -xt syoter t- i. the;.; zXikz ; soxne of the 
-re.' .. . 8.3 ,. e ;:ni.ng : : .: ogsrf.es w„th a "with- 
-i r. h 'ro'c pxtsp-tta e recruits. 

Bi.t M 7 ; ..r.ri ^:e St . „k:.ng wich their old 
' 6 =^' - r-, ^ - 8 :.;:. '.he M^..: :.ne Cttps has em- 

p*-.ex thr . -'hvrps.r C-mpan> to conduct 

t; '8 ■..t.,'^ H R. H*lderTi..n Nl.xon’s 

r.cw. ■' 8 :;^''“,' ch„ei ;;; ard ’-^iees Secre- 

R-V: 1 ot'h .S 8 d .crk t cx J. 

?“ho: . ,H...Jc. 7 ,c.r ^.t h„s ctart with 


WHAT Tb THE S'Tu^f ;(jN W.lH 8Eoi^-_E x. L a r ^u 'hi: F 

LAND? HO IV DOI.-.^ liiAl WORT : 

* * r 

Ea^h >6a: the r. :.Cc -d.p’: c. r^ .'- 3 . - 

tion--how mu^h lent p^.a ^ cc 1 . --'-'.rg, 

i-hEKA I -ON Nca 3 -c ^ , 


t L me. Maxine in charge 

4 : J ' r ^ ' b = Mj inss put 

’hr,., .gentv. 
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End of copy- -on to 
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Check ba^K iZ' ^he d-i pd^K.e-- U5^0J--both the cove^ and p-1-- 
ro' iTio.e OT Lnese phc-to^ The 'e a'e a * so mo^'e on 
P“2 cr ih ^ pa^Ket 

These phctos v^e e ;aK.e^ e-er.-. > at a STia. ‘ shoe factory 
In Ne.scnv Oh ^ .p^p^ ac ^000; Exp-oy^ng about 280 

wc ^K 63 , ih i pi6i'‘L f.oKea shoe^ '.hot a 6 50 0 D> Sea •' s and 
J C her.fiy Tne k 6 a' pcj y s p < e-^e“ ' a tea ^ based on the 
ouiT.De ot shoes corp e^eo ■ r. a nay> «nd me a^e age =s less 
cnan $80 a vvecK Bui ■ ■ ^ w'e or me -.e y ^ b\n sou'ces ot 
eTip ' 0 y iTef' i • vh.~ bc.^-• '. nea s t On o a ea as de t c^t Oh'o University 
I ri n e o ■ b y A m e ^ s 

The hiiio V parce >'i na.e s Lyp\.o y Appa » a c h i an in 

the I a te ' 800 s , Ne . r on ^ . e /jo s a boo n ny coa town With a 

pop-iat;On of ren ro r-r een thousand But when the coal de- 

poS'Ls we.'t aepife-ea n the ea y SOOs^ nduSC'y began to 

’ ea V e ^ * o c • ng .'[rcj ci j esderi'. a to lo-e to u-ban cente'S to 
the f'io*'th • n :>ea.‘un ot jOD^ 

Ne ooriui’ e d ea 'y wo^^^ght in the iTi od<e ot th^s 
iTi-g^ato- y p Owb^s Mar ^ o* tne peop-e whu wo k n this factory 
a'Q on . y secuOd ^ei.e at n tn ^ a ■ ed The-r pa'ents came to 

the He son„- !ie ^ ea . ■ ■ ^ea m or wo k^ tree-ng the more recent 

deC' ne n ciT-p ■ o yrnen .. ■ n me voa: t-e ds further to the south, 

'fi West \J 9' ' ^ dtd Ke n i c y 

SEE story on APPAuAChmN m:GRAT ON ON PAGE 4 OF PACKET ^513- 
All four rhOJU:) ON In S PAGE CREO ■ T Ken ught/cNS 


^ t 
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;/?52 i 


May 5, 1973 
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THREE RIGHT PHOTOS: People of Mina- 
sT-i.) fishing ''linage 
cf '■-he s:uthein Tapaoese i=land 
of Kyuihu--ha»e been aitened 
WaIIi a to:m of mc^'cary j-joisoning 
The p^xsoning has brouglu para- 
lySxS, defoi;m.\r , brain dam- 
age, blindness and death to 
hund''eds of residents T]ie j‘)eo- 
ple had ea*en fish that had been 
c.ontam.r c.tcd by ire.rcu'ry that a 
chemical coitipany, Cliisso Corpor- 
5t.icn; had dumped into the water - 
After a four -year court battle, 

Chisso Cj"'p was four.d respon- 
sible. and If /-'Ctims am*d their 
families were awarded $3,550,000 

SEE STORY ON MERCURY POISONING ON 
PAGE 3 

PHOTOS ARE Bt IV Eugene and Aiieen Smith. 


TWO LEFT PHOTOS: Photos taken in a shoe 
factory in Nelsonville, Ohio, 

SEE PHOTOS AND CAPTION ON P-1, AND COVER 
AND P-1 IN LAST PACKET, #520. 

CREDIT: Ken Light/LNS 
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TOP R.GHT fRtDIT. 

hROVy RANGF PEOPLES* PRESS-LNS 


TOP LEFT: The rest of the words to this song 
appeared on page 10 of the last packet, #520. 


M LHHF R'GHT CREDIT. 

RAMGE PEOPLES’ PRE5S/LNS. MIDDLE LEFT CREDIT: CHICAGO WOMEN^S GRAPHICS 

COLLECTIVE/LNS. 


BOirOM R*GHT. This cartoon goes with the grape 
sto;/ cn page one, 

CREDiT. EL MALCRIADO/LNS . BOTTOM LEFT: This cartoon appeared in EL MALCRIADO 

way back on April 13, 1973, before the Growers 
had signed contracts with the Teamsters. See 
story page one. 


P- 
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the end I 


